WITH*... BUT IT
SCALED-UP TO FIT MY
BODY WITHOUT MUCH
EFFORT. I ASSUMED IT
WAS NEARLY HEALED.

\§ N\ T KNOW IT WAS JUST
\\ \\ A SMALL SCRAP OF
S, COSTUME I CAME BACK
| 1’?}.

X |ssue 260 (when he
returned from Hell) --Todd

IT'S TRYING... STRUGGLING
TO GROW. STRUGGLING
TO GET STRONGER.

BUT IT'S NOT EVEN
CLOSE TO BEING
READY. THAT'S
A PROBLEM.

IT'S BEEN TWO
WEEKS --I THOUGHT
IT'D BE MORE
ADYANCED THAN IT [S.

INSTEAD IT'S BEEN
ACTING WITHOUT ANY
RHYME OR REASON. AND
I SURE AS HELL CAN'T
CONTROL IT!
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WHICH MEANS EVERYTHING I'VE BEEN PLANNING GETS
| PUT ON HOLD UNTIL I KNOW WHAT I'M DEALING WITH.
e | T WANT...OR EVEN COME CLOSE TO DOING WHAT IT USED
| TO. BUT NOW IT'S DOING SOMETHING I'VE NEVER SEEN. |
e
EE;EE
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| AND THE BIZARRE THING IS, (T WON'T RESPOND THE WAY [ | -
| Y :.
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LIKE IT'S
TRYING TO WALK... |
' ON ITS OWN. b3

______

SO, NOW TI'VE GOT TWO
THINGS I'M TRYING TO
JUGGLE. TESTING THE
COSTUME'S LIMITS AND
STAYING ALIVE IN THE

THESE YEARS THAT I'D BE
PROTECTED SOMEHOW.
NO MATTER WHAT SHIT
STORM CAME MY WAY.

AND I WAS SO READY FOR THEM. I HAD
MY PLAN--TI FINALLY KNEW WHAT THE
RULES WERE AND HOW TO PLAY THEM. THEN

N3y THEY KILLED WANDA* THAT CHANGED

~=-~1 EVERYTHING. BEFORE I COULD EVEN START. ~ .

' iSS] T WAS LIKE THEY WERE WAITING FOR ME. 1Y | a‘
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AFTER ALL MY TIME AWAY, THEY WERE \‘
SOMEHOW STILL WAITING FOR ME. LIKE |
THEY KNEW I WAS COMING BACK.**
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WHICH IS WHY I NEED TO KNOW
HOW MUCH I CAN TRUST MY COSTUME.
THIS 'CHAIN WALKING' IS COOL BUT I
DON'T KNOW IF IT'LL LAST.
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WHICH MEANS T'LL NEED
| TO LEAN ON MY MILITARY
'| SKILLS MORE THAN I HAD

ANTICIPATED.

A IN A PERFECT WORLD, I'D
| USE MY COSTUME AND MY |
OWN SKILLS--TOGETHER.
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4 BUT UNTIL T COMPREHEND WHY
148 THE COSTUME'S STRUGGLING

@ d SO MUCH, I'M GOING TO

r NEED A ‘PLAN B.’
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: S \ INNTHIS Cé’kS%G:T'S \:IETH PHEEDPL\% ﬁT SO&&ER
POINT I'M GOING TO NEED HELP WITH MY WAR.
TTAAC;RPEL&TNESE#LQ&-S I WON'T BE ABLE TO DO IT ON MY OWN. SO SORRY
' - IT'S JUST A MATTER OF SEEING WHO I CAN TO KEEP YOU

TRUST WHEN THE CRUCIAL TIME COMES. L WEAAETG,
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DON'T ‘3 P - ;\%‘,

SWEAT IT.
I APPRECIATE
YOU INVITING - ' P L
ME IN THE FIRST _ 2 —
PLACE. HOW'S .
YOUR DAY )
? u / TOO BAD. JUST /s
Sl 7y =r';' TRYING TO FIGURE JJ
S\ A FEW THINGS :
OUT. HOW ABOUT

AS HE TALKS I LISTEN TO
EVERY WORD HE USES. YOU

SEEING [F I DETECT ANYTHING GENTLEMEN
THAT TELLS ME HE'S ANYTHING = READY TO
BUT HONEST. ’_ - | ORDER?

HE'S EX-NAVY, SO MENTALLY
AND PHYSICALLY HE'S BEEN

A COUPLE
MORE MINUTES
IF YOU DON'T
MIND?




EARL SEEMS TO BE
| A BIT OF A LOST SOUL.
THAT MIGHT BE A

GOOD THING.
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WAS 9/11 THAT
CAUSED YOU
TO JOIN?

YEAH. ME _ WA B 4 &= /i
AND A BUNCH A - =W N\ I ASK YOU Vi
OF OTHERS. YT SOMETHING?
I COULDN'T STAND ) . = YOU
BY AND DO T N L T MARRIED?
NOTHING SO I DID , = Z /P W\
THE ONLY THING
THAT MADE

THOUGHT ABOUT . N GUESS I JUST
IT ONCE, WITH A e A NEEDED TO WALK MY

SPECTACULAR LADY, BUT

I KNEW DEEP DOWN--IN 'Y AN | 1T WOULD BE FAIR FOR
MY GUT--T WASN'T THE | = / SOMEONE ELSE TO PUT

MARRYING KIND OF GUY. |  ———=T\ UP WITH ALL I'VE GOT.
NOT BECAUSE I WANTED | A\ T\ HOW ABOUT YOU? YOU 4
OTHER LADIES. JUST, 7/ 1l 1]_> | MARRIED?

I DON'T KNOW...
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USED TO BE.
SHE... SHE
PASSED AWAY
RECENTLY.*

*lssue #2622 --Todd

THANKS.
BUT, TELL ME St
MORE ABOUT

YOURSELF. N |

WS I CONTINUE
=== =4 TO TEST HIM.
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