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ENEVER MY

S ARE AWAY
ON.

MASTER FOR A
TIME—MASTER

RESPECT TH
TITLE ITSELF.
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EVENING,
MA

EVENING,
KITSUNE. THIS
15 NOT AN
INCONVENIENT
TIME FOR A

VISIT, I
HOPE??

| 15 VERY
\ BEAUTIFUL,
\ KITSUNE.?
\\\§ 4
\
N

PY THE

LONG, LONELY
HOURS SPENT IN
CONFINEMENT... >

{THE_DRAGON
ND FOX I

{AH, YES—THE MYSTICAL
SYMBOL OF DEATH AND
REBIRTH. YOU SHOULD

Al
UNDERSTAND.
BUT THE
PHOENIX>

NOT READ 700 DPEEFPLY
, INTO ITS MEANING.>




SFOR ME, IT \
REPRESENTS
A HOPE FO

<AND WHAT
HOPE |5

THAT, MAY
1 ASK?>

LI AM
CURIOUS... THIS
WELLBEING YOU
SEEK—DOES IT
RELATE AT ALL TO THE
GAME YOU PLAY WITH

AWARDED TO THE
VICTOR, PERHAPST>

<YOU HAVE
TOLD ME YOUR
KIND ONLY PLAY

LTHE
DIFFERENCE
S 15 WHO 15

PLAYING... PND
WHO 1S BEING
N PLAYED.>

<AND I HAVE

LIVED LONG

ENOUGH TO
KNOW THAT WILL

CONTEST?
WHY, YOSHI, You
ACT AS IF WE
IMMORTALS ARE
THE ONLY ONES
TAKING PART.?

<IN TRUTH,
ALL WHO EXIsT
ARE INVOLVED IN
THE GAME—YOU,
ME, YOUR SONS,
MI&S O'NEIL, MY
BROTHERS AND
MY SISTERS—
EVERYONE.>

LPERHAPS.

QUICK OR TO
BE DEAD.>

<IN THE
END, THOSE

TRUE STAKES
OF THE
CONTEST.>




<"MERE MORTALS” IS AN
STING PHRASE,

G FROM ONE WHOSE
FAMILY WAS ONCE DEAD,
AND YET WHO ALL
LIVE AGAIN.>

{—WOULDN'T
YOU AGREET>

PHOENIXES,
YOU MIGHT
SAY.>

LINDEED.>

LYES, WELL
IT APPEAR:
MY TEA HAS
GONE CcoLP.?

LBEFORE HE BECAM|
THE SHREDCER,
A SA)

R |
{OH, ? WA .
{ FACT, ONE BEING
BEFORE I N
GO, ONE LAST PLAYED?>
QUESTION.>
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<MY THANKS TO YOU,
KITSUNE, FOR SHARING
YOUR TIME _AND YOUR
ARTWORK. BOTH WERE
TRULY ENLIGHTENING.? /]

/ <SADLY, HOWEVER,
I MUST DEPART. THE
E THE FO

TIME FOR CASUAL
CONVERBATION, I'M
AFRAID

D.>

{SAKI WAS A
MAGNIFICENT
AND POWERFUL
LPRAGON
WARRIOR FROM
BEGINNING
TO END.>
LHE FULLY
UNDERSTOOD

STALEMATES
R HALF-
MEASURES.>

a LONLY VICcTORS
AND VANQUISHED.”






