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I+ never looked much like
Christmas in that part
of California.

The house that
Penny lived in was
ne different.

Bl In fact, it was pretty
much identical in every

way to every other [
house in Cuesta Verde.
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Meaning everything had been planned
on paper long before anything was
built. Every street, every yard and

every house, right down to the room.

*planned community:” Penny's mom
had once explained to her.




The only thing that really ——
differed from one driveway to 'y
3 the next was the mailboxes, | =38 ' I\

And the names that hung on tThem.
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Verde wished differently: they

RN must have kept it to themselves.
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- “Be careful what vou wish for ... * |




Wanna play
fetch? Fetch:
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Since July she’'d pretty
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much been convinced maybe -\zﬁ,"""' =
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Chr s'f'ma s wouldn't come at
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IC.’J But as it furned
out, all she had to
do wds open her
‘ morning, and there
it was . . .
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there's one
more under

Hmm ...
This one's
Iﬂiﬁi’ng a mg‘
AHY id’E‘d whﬂ
it's supposed




What do
you medn, you
*found 7 J

| don't know. . I
‘ | found it. 1
I' A

was from
wour father

y : | - vou, | would

QOutside. On oy _ think it'd

the doorstep i T
yvesterday.

| be for you, WellllIl...
- then. J Your father
= dnd | don’t
redlly exchange
gifts anymore.
Not since we
started living in
separate

Well, then \% ”
maybe it's R Haaaaaaaam...:

only think of
one thing lggy
would want for
, Christfmas..



¥ Maybe we
better all |

You wannd

— make a wish

before we
open it?
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Yes: now. But we
all hafta keep it a
secret, otherwise it

won't come true.




You know what
they say about
Judging books by

their covers . ..




Mavybe
Dad was just
in a rush.

Or maybe he
Just forgot to
put the present,
v’ know; in the
present.

Maybe you
can use it fo
help me haul some
of this mess out
to the trash.

Mo more buts and no more
maybes. Christmds is now
officially ever in this house. |§ how *bout
And yvour father and his helping your
*peculiar” sense of humor d poor mother
gets the last laugh. ’ clean up this

Again. : disaster

| just don’t understand why
\  Christmas always has to
: be over so fast ...




You cdn
toss that old box
in the recycling when
vou're done. They
should take it.

What are
you gonnd do
with a dirty old
box like that?

| dunne ...
keep stuff in
there.

But
it's really
cool.

That's what
your dresser
is for.

And
speaking of which,
| need you to put your
clothes away before
you go to bed
tonight.
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there are. You
don't think I'd let

Christmds end

that soon: do

There's still
more presents
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For the next two hours, it was ; ' Al P
Christmas all over agdin. Only this time, Magt as $oon as The Iae
even bigger and better. present had been ripped open ...

... Penny had fallen fast asleep: surrounded
by pretty much everything a ten-year-old
little girl could wish for, thanks fo two
helpings of Christmas in one night.

As it turned out,

Penny’'s mom got

something she'd

been wishing for,

for a long time,
oo ...

The chance
+o carry her
daughter to bed
dgain.

Her baby
who wasn’t
a baby
anymore.




I+ was almost three
in the morning when
Penny woke up.

That was when the
weird whooshing
sound began agdin.

(A sound perhaps she

would have heard the first [
time if not for the racket =

of her mom’s old vacuum.)

When she looked ;'
under her bed ...

At first, she didn't
know where the sound
was coming from.

... she could
hardly believe
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The box didn't look so
old now. The paint was a
bright and lustrous red.
The hinges, shining gold.

I+ wasn’t until
Fenny picked it up
that the box ...




you wish

At which point: the
whispering stopped.
And so did the
whooshing.




Penny tip~toed
dcross the room and
dug around in the
back of her closet.

Then she poked at
the box with i+ --
Jjust once -- and

very softly.

Mow she could see that
the box was once again
a very dull red and the
pdint was back fo its
normal peeling old self.

When nothing '
happened . . .

. .+ she pushed the
box out of the
shadows and into
the bright patch of
moonlight on the
floor in front of
her window.




So Penny pushed the
box info her closet.

Then pushed her bed in -
front of her closet -- with =
=
no little effort, but with [
very litfle noise.
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And crawled back
info bed . ..
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... pulling her covers up as
far as she could without
letting her toes peek out at
the other end.
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Penny didn’t think about
the strange box when she
woke up the next morning.

You gonna
L 7 sleep the whole
day away in
here?/

She didn’t think about
it that afterncon.

s time for
you to take

do you medn,
*nap time*7?/

In fact: she didn't

think about the i, 5N\
strange box with | LS v AN m
the red, peeling [ \ /] wvour friend

paint all day long. | | T Elizabeth is

Y Wanna play
fetch? Fetch,

But she didn't go near
her closet; either.
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| +hought you

you?

were coming over

We were; but then —

we lost the keys to the S

car when we were getting
groceries and we've been o
looking for them the whole i\
time and we s#ilf don't have
them and since my mom
locked her phone in the car
we had To walk all the way

to your house and -- | J. :

Sigh ...
The roughest.

Well,
you two girls
. run on upstairs
and play, and later
A we'll all have a
treat.

Aw; 'm afraid we're all

out of ice cream;, girls.
[ce cream?f But I'm sure we can
find something just
ds good. :

My: you have had a
rough day, haven't




You
sure gotta
lotta cool stuff
A\ this year.

; do you hide all
your old action

you doing in
there?

my thhhtupid | 4
Y'I'ong::P b, ] ; clothhet. Hold on
-~ - a thhhecond --




Chhh ...
Somebody gave it
to me for Christmas. I;
uh; don't know what I'm
gonnd do with it.




What is
wrong with

Wrong -- what?/
Nothing’'s . ..
wrong . ..

Well
then, what are
you hiding in that
bowx that's so

there. Two minute

warning. Then I'm

coming in.




We're almost
ready ...
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