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AMARR EMPIRE

INTRODUCTION

The Amarr Empire 1s a ngidly stratified authercanan impenal
state, Doth the oldest and the Laegest of the empires of New
Eden This vas! theccralic Socwly § supported by a broad
fourdation of slave labor, mostly drawn from people of
Maamalar eatraction but slsc from several other nationaites
subdued by the empire throughout its long history. As a culture,
Amarr adheres to the basic teret that what others cali slavery
& 0 fact only one S on an ndentured person s spintual path
toward fuly embracing the Amarr faith. Amarr atizens tend 1o
be fervent and industnous indmduals. deeply convnced from
an early age of the maral supenceity of their relgen and the
legacy of their lavir in God's eyes, a phenomenon that mases
them quick 10 lake whatever actice they deem necessary in
order 1o bring the unenlightened into the fold

In 75 efforts to enforce thes wiew, the empire bas lor
tentunes ergaged in a campagn knawn as the Reclaiming,
a holy war againat unbelievers. The unfortunate losers of thes
war have histencally been enslaved y the empire Nomnally,
this slircery 15 designed 2o work off the sins of the nen- Amarr
untbil the day they will be free 10 enter Amars Socaly as
ealightened followers. In practice, Bowever, the holdess—the
genecal name given 10 the slave -owning genlry—usually pay
mere bp sernce 1o this Iradtcnal duty, then go on to brutaly
work their slaves 1o death for profit

Holders are privleged elites whe control hundreds of
thousands of Lves each, gwen more or less free rein to
rule commaoners however they see it Scme are capnacus
tyrants, while athers rule with temperance and pustice Due
10 ther Sweeping poraers within their respective domans and
the arcthax bureaucracy they are ertrenched in, Ihe poltikal
mierplay between holders is not so much a fmely woven
web a3 3 tangle of thread. with rvalres, political marnages,
and insidious double deals forming an impenetrable knot of
mherests and intngues

HISTORY

FOUNDATION

The dldest of 1 cvilizaticens in New Eden. the Amarr trace
ther crigins back 10 settlers o0 the plane! of Athrs thousands
of years 330 Led by a prophet known as Gheinck the Frst,
they were driven from the contirert of Assimia fellowing the
tcllapse of the EVE Gate, eventualky settlng on an istand
known as Amarr There they languished foe centunes, as
warlorgs waged blocdy conflicts on each other and the church
struggled (o keep the lash ave

From thesse warlords rose the legendary firs! empence,
Amash-Akura Amash-Akura conquered via sword and
scngture, bringing the enlire islarnd under ks command and
founding the Amarr Empre in AD 16470 Me codhed Laws,
established the herecitary noble class of holders, and founded
the religious body that would rule the empire, the Council
of Apostes

THE RECLAIMING
For rearly lour thousand years the Amarr stagnated, unable
and unwilling 10 verture beyord the conlines of their island
Ths changed abruptly in AD 20022, when foregn ships
belonging 1o the mercantile Udoniar people landed Though
inibally eager 1o trade, the Udcrians brought with them
ideals that threatened the Amarr way of life. The emperor
ordered them enslaved and declared the beginning of the
Reclaiming, a hely war mtended to make the entire world part
of the empre

Duning the early stages of the war, the Amarr dscovered
a romadsc people wha had long fought aganst the Udcrians
Findirng eager and willng converts, the Amaer graced them
with the name Khanid (meaning “little lord” or “ording”) and
employed them as shock lroops ard heavy infaniry against
the much Larger but disunted Udarian states

One by one, the Udarian nations ‘el and were enslaved
by the Amarr untl AD 20371, when the last holdout fell. The
empire now covered Amarr Islang and the continents of
Assimea, Ves-Udor, ang Cas-Udor Eventualy they managed
10 Irawel ACA0SS The treacherous $0a 10 discowr the conlinant
of Kathis, whose natves were powetless %0 stop the empire’s
inescrable march

In AD 20544 1he last indepencent naticn on Athra fell
1o the empire The wiclorious emperor renamed the planet
Amarr n celebration of the conquest Millcns of slaves tolec
under wealthy heolders who worked them harshly, while
smultanecusly ottenng them the salvahion of God

EXPANSION INTO SPACE
The Amarr dechcated the spoilds of congues! 10 stence, art
and philcsopby Eventually they began 1o spread off their
planet, starting = AD 20572 when they first launched pecple
into space A slow expansion soon followed. especially
orce the Amarr discovered microbial life cn the ocean
wortd of Tamiroth. They placed a permanent colony there in
AD 20724

In AD 21134 the Amarr stumbled across the remains of a
star gate Though the ancient structure no longer lunclioned,
Ihey were able 1o reverse engineer 1 and construct &
completely rew star gate In order %0 cpen il ™hey had to sernd
a cryoshp filled with matersals 1o construct a sister gate n the
neartry star system of Hedion 1 reached its destnaton fity-
three years Later With a foreign sun Lighting ther progress, the
awcken workers constructed the star gate and sent a sgnal
back to Amarr In AD 21290, the gates flared fo de

INTERNAL SCHISMS

The rediscovery of star gate lechnology sent the Amarr
expanding across their local cluster, bul as they spread
their ability to centrol their populace weakened. Under
these conditions, an anciert cult known as the Sani Sabk
was reestablished and alowed to prolferate These blooco
worshipers had lurked in the shadows of Amarr religion for
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AMARR-JOVE WAR
The Amarr sert 3 wngle squadron, rumbering roughly two
hundred ships, o irvade the Jove system of Vak'Alioth
Confident the battle would be a one-sided aftair. the Amarr
imagined quickly cverrunning the panicked Jove and pressing
them into bondage

Instead £ was the Jove who turned the battle into a
massacre Theor smal nimble fngates pinned dewn the
wmbering Amarr battleships whide the massive doomsday
weapens of the Jovian mother ship ¢ut swaths through
Irnperial lorces Bamie doctaine compelied the Amaer to iy
on the feld uetd thay were slaughieced 10 8 man

MINMATAR REBELLION
Sloodied but no! beaten, the Amarr prepared & second
strike on the Jove Al that mement, slaves across the empire
rose up in rebellion. Backed by Minmatar freedom fighters,
Gallente sympathizers. and a small group of Jove agents, the
Minmatar rebels were able to make swit gans before the
Amarr could counterattack

The massed, syncheececzed robellion was semething the
Amaer had never emasioned Millions of Amarr, holder and
comemoner alike, were slaughtered n the fest lew days In
the course of a few months, the Amarr were forced out of
Mirmmatar space. Under the orders of Emperor Heideran Vil
the Amarr abandoned large tracts of territory 1o the rebels.
who founded the Minmatar Republc.

REIGN OF DORIAM II
In YC 105 after a three hundred.year rute. Hewderan Vil
succumbed to Tunt's disease. The Successon Tnals were held,
with the hairs being represented for thie first bine by the rewly
emerged capsuleer class Dodiam Kor-Azor, chamgecoed ty
th pelot Ecliplicumn, emenged viclonous

Deciam |l caused waves witun the empire by interceding
In arguments between the new hers and taking a starce of
appeasement toward the Mirmatar Republic However, in YC
107. the Biood Rarders—an oMshoot of the Sani Sabik—teqgan
a reign of lerrer against the emgire under the direction of the
ceranged Omvr Sanikusa. Doriam declared war on the Slocd
Raders ang, within a few short manths, the empire custed
them from the Bleak Lands

The victory was short lved, however, as Donam was
assassinated by unknaan assalants on Jualy fourth of that year

KARSOTH INTERREGNUM
The loss of Iwo emperces within suth & short period was
reacly unprecedented i the emgpre. The Sarum family had
ot yet even named 3 successor %0 the fiery Jamyl Sarumn The
cther hers. young and ambtcus, were reluctant (o begin the
Succession Trials and put ther own lves 3t nisk.

instead, Court Chambertain Dochuta Karsoth assumed
power. Unbeknownst to many, the once - pious Karsoth had
grown twisted and cynizal in his Long years of service, gwving
rumsel! fully to the corrupt Sani Sabik faith. As holders
battled each cther in Capneous wars, Minmatar lreedom
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fighters harassed the ampire’s lawless borders, and hews
such as Antcio Koe-Azor engaged in tyransy, Kassoth
walthed with glee

ELOER INVASION
The Starkmanir tbe had long been thoug™t extint folowing a
genoode perpelrated by the Arcishapur family. but m YC 1102
group was discovered alive on a remate slave colery Karsoth
secretly ordered thewr execution while publicly assuaging
the Minmatar

Hefore his assassins could strike, a fleet of rogue
Minmatar under the legendary Elders swaded Treowng the
ANpER Into confusion, they struck medtole slave colonies by
deploying Insorum, the antidote to a drug called Vitge which
was used 10 keep sivves under control The suddeniy free
slaves rose up n rebellion a3 the Amars Navy was repestediy
driven back

Just when the Amarr seemed posed 10 fal, Jamyt Sarum
returned from death 1o lead a counterattack Al the helm of a
powerful superweapon of mysiencus ongin, she devastated
the Elder fieet and sent it lleeing % the republic

REIGN OF JAMYL |
Oespte having comenitied sucide lolloming hee 1055 10 Coriam
I, Jamyl claimed 1o have been resurrectod by God 10 be the
savice of the empire Though the heirs krew she had been
cloned—a grave sin for Amarr hers—all but Yonis Ardashapur
bert their knee 10 her Even he eventually grudgingly sgreed
o crown Jarmgl empress

Urder Jamyl's reign, the empre bas regained much of
s previous glory. She made the reformed Antcio Kor-Azce
her imgenal chanceler and tasked her rival Yonis Ardshapur
Wwith reparing the destruction wrought by the Elder fleet In a
calzulated move, she freed milbons of Minmatar slaves with
A SINgle Secree, Sending a surge of religous Lonverts into the
ropublic, whire they Degan 1o sow dissent With the xd of the
Khanat Kingdom, she captured and executed Karsoth, leading
16 4 reconchation wih Khamd 1l
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THE AMARR EMPIRE

She also oversaw the creation of the first clored scldiers
as part of the Templar project When they proved unstable, she
abandoned the proect and warned the cther nations against
n-advce none 1olowed 1o thar oan detoment

Tocday the empire 15 perhaps the strongest nalion in New
Eder, with the larges! popudation mos! stable economy. and
the greates! amount of territory However, the Minmatar wage
war against the empre, while the heirs each scheme for ther
OWN POWeT

POLITICAL STRUCTURE

The Amarr Emgere 1§ 3 leudal theocratic monarchy whch can
best be descobed a3 o wingle state made up of frve vasssl
kingdoms goverred by princes—known as the Amarr heirs—
who submit lo the central authernity of the Amarr emperor
Beneath the heirs =t the feudal lords known as the holders,
who rule as the duses and barons of vanous planets, meens,
space statons, colonies, continents, and other holdings

THE EMPEROR

The emperor has numercus roles within the Amare
government. He is bolh sovereign of the Amarr state and
leader of the Amarr religion Primacy among his duties
is that of enforcer of the Scrptures, the noly laws of the
empire He also holds tremendous sway over the creaticn
and issuance of new Laws Such decrees can be widespread
and sweeping of extremely imted » scope As the ampenor
speaks with the veice of God, he may counmtermand the
Scriptures when necessacy, as well as emphasize these that
renforce his position

The emperor is techmically the highest court in the
emgre as well able to overturn any ruling set forth by the
lower courts of hews. In the past, he held open court, bt this
practice became urtenable as the empire grew These days,
the emperer only livies judgrants in eatreme Cases, such as
when the empire 2self i$ harmed

In thecry, the emperor’s rule is absolute In pracice, be
typrcally ety has influence when persorally present. Insteac
he reles on a number of officaals, vassals, and governmental
bodies to carry ot his orders. While the emperor can mae
denisons that run counter to the wishes of hs underlings, he
does so at rsk. An emperor must carefully balance the wishes
of a number of reeal 1a2hons S0 1hat none undermine s rule

When an emperor dies, his Sucessor 5 chosen from
the hers of five royal lamibes. The families undergo a ritusl
known as the Sutcession Trials, with the winner culling
himsel! oM from hus family when crowned The losers all must
cemmet ritual suitide, a ceremany krown as ShatholSyn In
theory, thes prevents the losers from challenging the new
emperor's rule

THE HEIRS
The Amarr hers are the heads of the five royal lamilies
who hold permanent seats on the Privy Council. They are

the Ardishapur. Kador, Kor-Azor. Sarum, and Tash-Murkon
families. The hers are often compared to Kings or princes of
vassal kngdoms

The hairs tunction in 3 way Ssoular 10 the emperor, albeit
on a more limded scale They are responsible lor keeping
the peace and enforcing the emare’s laws. They may alsc
creste their own laws which may be limited or becad, for the
greater good or utterly capnicious They also colect laxes
reguiate trade and act as judge and jury for their vassals
In some ways they are Less fettered than the emperor, as
their domaing are $o subdvnded that organzed oppesition
can rarely mobiae Howewer, widesgeoad abuses by the heirs
harve histonicaly maet with Seven repercussions

PRIVY COUNCIL

The Privy Counal is technicaly the governing bocy of the empre.
ot in reality 8 s a pelitical battieground for s members. It &
compased of the emperor, the five heirs, the impenal chancelior
and court chambertan, the hgh deacon of the Theclogy Counal
e Khared lamily represectatoe, e heads of the Tne impenal
ministnes, and the grand admiral of the Imperal Navy The
councd holds infermal meetings knoan as dosed sessoms
sterded by the emperor. heirs, and chamberlain Full sessions
with everyone n atendance are rarer.

The counch is almest always splt to vanous facticns vwing
dor ther own way The emperor must caretully juggle ther
nterests, iryng 10 keep Irom angenng any one Lacton 100 much
T has often been ked that £ the councl 3005 not g with every
side leelng 2 has [0sL the emperce has done a poor ob

HOLDERS

The holder class makes up the diverse. tyzantine hierarchy
that sis below the heirs. Much as the heirs are lesser
emperors, the holders are lesser heirs They possess many
of the same powers, albed restricied to thes own spheres of
wfluance Howear, the majonty of helders are far more hands
o their rule than the bers and are perscnally responsbile
for more mundane lasks.

There are three basc tiers of holder, though these are
rough appreximations and may vary ‘rom regen %o region or
even system to syslem At the fop are holders who oversee
entire consteliations or groups of systems Somewhat below
them are the holders who cortrel indivdual systems Last are
planetary holders, who despie ther name may only own a
single continent, City, o even space stativer Of course, not all
domains are made egual The holder of a nich, populous oty
may be better off than one who helds three desolate plarets
in the dead end of Anda.

IMPERIAL COURTS

The emgire poSS0s5es twa separate. empire -wide courts They
are typically referred 10 as Impenal Courts and consist of the
Theology Council and the Crac Court The Theology Counal 5
Ly Lar the more powerful and prestigous of the two, as it desls
with religious crimes, which hold a much wider scope n the



empre than is oten realzed The Covic Court deals solely with
secular matters, Lmitng both s influence and power

In truth, the Cwvic Court tends 1o deal with commoners,
misdemeande cnmes. and vclations of local erdinances The
Theolagy Council deals with any crme that is proscribed by
the Scriptures. This covers a wide range of potertial crimes,
everythng from murder and heresy 1o the!! and adultery. The
Theology Council also acts as an appeals court for both the
Crac Court and the courts of hoiders and the heirs.

IMPERIAL OFFICES

The two Impenal o¥cos are often referred 1o as the left anc
night hands of the emgeeor The tw oMices are oten conflated
and lend 10 $1ep on each other's oes i pursut of powes When
cne i ascendant the other is often weakered 43 a resull

Currently, the post! of impenal chancellor is the more
powertul of the two. Meld by Meir Aritcio Kor- Azer, Ihe office of
the impenal chancellor administrates the vast bureaucracy of
the empire by being the overseer o a2 maonty of the Impenial
Ministnies He addtionally acts as the perdimate Lrw enforcer
in the empre, answenng coly 1o the emperor himsel!

The 0wt Chamberlan iS the emperde’s primary adisor
and conficant He speaks with the full authonty of the
emnperce and, when the ermmpercr is absent is considered
to be of egual impeslance. The court chamberlain thus
functions, in many cases, as a surrogate for the emperor,
essentialy allowing the emperor to exert his autherity in two
places al ene trme

IMPERIAL MINISTRIES

Funally. the impenial bureaucracy & oweseen by several
ministows These ministoes are all highly poltal and can
engage = skullduggery easdy equal 1o that of the most
curang heir. Each wields enormous power and influerce,
partcularly over the commoners of the emgire

The Amarr Covil Serwice s the largest employer in the
empre and deals with the more mundane acts of governance.
It 15 respensible for 1sswing permits, managing the Imperial
Archives, maintainng public utities and overseeing the
infrastracture of governmrant

The Amatr Trade Regsiry oversees the linances of the
empire It momitoes all commercial transacticns within the
empire—at leas! those made legally—and collects taces for
the emperce With its hands in the econamy of the empire, it is
perhaps the most importact of all ministnes.

The Minstry of Assessment has fallen on hard imes
recently. as expicration y the empre has siowed signidicantly
it continues 10 hold deminicn over the empire’s natural
0S0urces and parcels 0wt contracts to vanous holdess to
explof Thase resources

The Ministey of Internal Order 15 1he proemary intelligence
and polxce force within the empre. It works alorguide the
Theology Council to root out heretics and keep the peace It
alsc spres on foreign natens, though it s regarded as less
adept at this than the intelogence cifices of the other empires

THE RETURN OF JAMYL SARUM

Finally, the Mirestry of War oversees all brarches of the
empire’s armed forces, including the cluster’s largest navy,
the Imperal Navy While tradtionally staffed by civwbans,
under the rule of Jamyl | the ministry has become far more
militarged and now acts as a central command for the
empire’s military

CULTURE AND RELIGION
Perhaps the mest notable cultural charactenstic of the Amarr
(and certainly the one most o%en oted Dy their cetractors) is
ther apparent unmillingness to be influenced by other cultures
As with most generabzations, this ane IS nct entirely correct,
yet not entirely wrong ether the empire’s cultural cutput is
tremendous. bul asis the case with 25 population and several
other aspects of i1s ratonal makeun the emphasis § more
on quantily and undormily than on themats originality or
stylistic imvention

Due no doubt lo ds ubwquity, relgious icorography
has represerted a starting point «n most of the Amarr's
majce artistic movements through the ages. Sculptures
are by far the most common form of art, usualy depicting
scrnpural ligures varyping o s2e and mportance, from
the moest mingr (chddeen, slawes| to the grandest (Saints,
angels| Despite the ratural vanance in terms of styles and

terials across mhabded Amarr woelds, art Pustorians
have nonetheless lourd the general similasty of designs
and motds among planetary cultures o be remarkable. In
addition to sculpture, the Amarr cultural oeuvre is largely
taken up with painting and theater. Their panting tends to
utilize both tradbcral of paints, a5 well as mare maedern light
parts and hypertextunzed matenals, bul agan the modernty
ends there n torms of Doth style and content, the scrniptural
wfluence i$ front and center

The general consensys among cultural scholars o that the
empire’'s strong preference for stnclly scriptural vsual arls
and its dsincination toward ongmal literature are phenomena
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stemming drectly from the 22p—that £ has been ingrained into
the populace for hundreds of years by their emperors that
art ang Deauty he in visual depctions of the truths that have
arvady been rocceded o words, rather than Irying 1o rephrase
those truths in dfferent woeds Indeed, it appears the general
feeing s that any altempt %0 do 30 would be not only useless
but also rather unseemly—perhaps even sacnlegious

Naturally, as weule happen anywhere, ths has given nse
1o ranfied artistic movements thal make if their mission o
be as subversive in thes regard as possidle Mostly hailng
from penpgheral worlds, these maovements tend to crop up
wvory few years, @ach making a defiant stand against their
art establishment’s deeply rooted ontormsm, and each
ultimately laling prey 10 the deadening efledts of the Amarr’'s
wdtural ineria. The government need not even intervene,
mest of these movements are quielly and siowly quelled by
the crushing weight of milennia -old tracition.

Ever sinze carly sefiler days on Athra (the plane! now
knawn as Amarr Primel, religion has been of paramount
impartance 1o the Amaer After the closure of the EVE Gate,
faith proveded the social glue that ket their sect together
Later, & was their beliels Ihat peovided the moral certitude
whith erabled them 16 expand and Blosseen o a full-
blown empire

Amarr religon is exacting and degmalic, placing a great
deal of enphasis on the service of the indwidual to the greater
good (almas! without exception expressed as “God” or “the
empre”|. 1ts tenets are lad down in a set of Dooks known
collectvely as the Scriptures An almost unfathomably large
collechon of holy texts the SCriptures are Amarr's attermgt 1o

T Slone iverything pertoent 10 the great mechanisms
of religicn and empire—they are 0ol only & lundamental
secial contract but also & repository for historcal codes of
behavior. techrclogicsl breakthroughs, and formative myths,
ameng many other thvngs. The collective writings bave been
maintained and updated throughout the certunes by impenal
theclogans and inciude texts that hark dack 1o the very
ongns of Amarr socety The most detining chasactenshc of
the dactnne, and ane that emerges time and time agan,  the
attiernation of the Amare as the chosen pecple of God the race
destined 16 rule the universe in fis name

Long #g0. the Scriptures say. & greal disaster belell o
corrupt and wirful mankind. Theough these dark bmes only
the Amarr maintained faith, ard they alone were spared the
worst of the hardships. God then bade the Amarr ge forth
and conquer the world in hs name, unbl ak of creaticn was
worshupng at his altar This masson drives the Amarr in every
respect Those descended from the onginal inhabtants of
Amare Island (called True Amarr) are held alof by the rest
of Amarr socety, viewed a8 sacred paragons of piety Other
bloodlines are forever tarmied by the sins of their ancestors,
no matter how pious, no matter how fervert and fathful they
shall never malch the unstained purity of the True Amarr
scud. Discrimination, while not always overt, is a ‘act of life in

the empire and accepted as natural The impure can always
strive tloward the True Amare «Jeal, but they will torever
fall short

Thes belie! l0ads 10 great stratification in Amars Socety.
with the True Amarr presiding abiove ard the conguered
considered 1o be lesser ciizens Al the very lop stand
the hbolders and the clergy. Below the robles come the
commaoners, men and women whe de not pessess the drvine
right te rule but are still considered free n the eyes of the
law While free, however, they wil rarely ascend past the
ngudly detined celbng of whatever caste they were boen inta
They must accept thair plaze o the woeld and realize there
15 little opportunity for advarcement While the lowborm
occasionally manage 10 become wealthy merchants, or win
esteen as war heroes, they must resign themselves 1o never
being viewed with true respect o admiraticn by those barn
inle privilege

Finally come the slaves. Slavery »n the empire covers a
broad range of professions. While many slaves are unskiled
laborers i helds and munng colonies, a significant number
are traned by thne mastors 10 Al roles that even commoners
are rarely able 10 aan The most intelligent and talented
slaves receive higher educations and work as stenlists
academics, accounlants, and even miltacy specialists. Others
fill low-ranking clerical roles i both the cral service and the
church. Regardiess ol ccoupation, however, one thing unfies
every slave: they are never akowed 1o forget that they are
slaves, beholden to ther masters whims, liable 20 be bought
and s0id at any ime

GROWING UP IN THE AMARR EMPIRE

Aperscn’s life i the empire is largely determined at bicth The
thid of o holder can expect 1o be grven healthy food, receive
the best edutation. and never wanlt %or anything. Aside from
the children of highly exceptional individuals. commoners
mwst make due with Less in 3 aspects Their food wil be
acceplable. their teachers decent but unspectacular, and they
wil know the need to raton and budgel Slawve children can
look forward 10 hasd Lves Labonng 1o their masters, though
the best and Baightest mght be selected 10 rocene advanied
eduzabion o be taken from ther parents 10 be mdoctninated
as ooe of the slave solders known a3 Kameirss.

Regorciess, everyone born in the emprre has one thing
in common: a constant reinforcement of religion. the natural
order o True Amarr and helders at the lop wth all cthers
beneath them, and an unrelertng loyalty to the hers and the
empress The church will 2¢ a constant presence inther lves,
from the day they are born (waeh their names recerded in the
Book of Records by a traned priest| 10 the day they die (when
ancther priest <loses their ertres in that same Bock) Dady
worship and devation is expected of everyore The race few
who do not comply are shurned as herelics and srners

Even in this. the children of holders bave an caser time
ol 1. Their ancestors proved the piely of thewr blood They
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