IN THE ROARING HEART
OF THE CEUCIBLE, STEEL
IS MADE, IN THE RAGING
FLAME OF TRASEDY, MEN
ARE SOMETIMES FORSED
INTO SOMETHING MORE
THAN HUMAMN,

A MILLIONAIRE, AN
ADVENTURER, A
HUNTER--HE
WAS STILL FLESH
AND BLOCD.

gENﬂ:W.

BUT AFTER THE
DEEAD LOSS
INFLICTED ON HIM BY
AN INHUMAN CRIME
EING, HE BECAME
A MACHINE OF

N EITHER, CONCEALING
W SENILS AND POWER |
M BEHIND A FACE AS
CEAD AND FLIABLE
AS A MASK FEOM

THE SRAVE.

4
o,
PALE-GREY FIRE,
HINT AT THE DEADCLY
SCOUREE THE
UNDERWORLD
INVOKED ASAINST
ITSELF--

-=WHEN CRIME'S GREED
TURNED RICHARED
HENRY BENSON INTO
THE AVENGEER.

PREVIOLUSLY: WARNED BY A FRIGHTENED OLD
WOMAN OF A "GHOST” HAUNTING HEE TENEMENT,
BENSON AND SMITTY INVESTIGATED TO DISCOVER

A NEAR-INVISIBELE MAN WHO EXITED THROUGH A
MYSTERIOUS DPOOR,
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...ENABLING
EICHARD BENSON
TO SWIFTLY
CALCULATE ITS
PRECISE

PIMENSIONS,
As A BAT Usts

ECHO

EVEN AS HE
FREE-FALLS, HIS
COOL INTELLECT
WEIGHS ALL
FACTORS AND
ARRIVES AT THEIR
INESCAPABLE
CONCLUSION.

OTHERWISE. NO
BUILPING OF THIS
VINTAGE WOULD
HAVE OME.

A DUMBWAITEE,
HOWEVER -- THAT'S
THE SOET OF THING
THAT WOULD LEAVE A
ROQOF-TO-CELLAR
CAVITY ONCE IT WAS
EXTRACTED.
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AND WHAT USE IS
A DUMBWAITER
WITHOUT

THE AVENGER'S
ICY PALE EYES
FLARE N
TRIUMPH. His

v SPRING-STEEL
; MUSCLES -

SCLES
ACCOMPLISH
A MID-AIR
FIROUETTE.

= 3 3
HIS STRONG, SENSITIVE
FINGERS SLIP DOWN THE
WALL, SEARCHING FOR...
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FURTHER ALAEM HIS
ASSOCIATE, BENSON
TAKES PAINS TO
FEOJECT A CASLUAL
AFFECT EVEN AS A RANEK
CLROR FEOM BELOW
EINES A NEW WARNING.



AT ADDING-MACHINE SPEED, HE
CROSS-REFERENCES THE SCENT
WITH MYRIAD SUBSTANCES STORED
IN HIS VAST MEMORY. FINDING NO
FRECISE MATCH, HE BRACES
HIMSELF FOR LUNKNOWN CAMNSEE.

FORCING OFEN THE BASEMENT DOOR,
SMITTY ENCOUNTERS YET ANOTHER
DISTURBIMNG SIGHT. SFATTERED OVER
A BED OF RAZORED SPIKES IS A
GREEMNISH JELLY THAT BUENS THE
SIANT'S THEOAT AND NOSTEILS. HIS
EYES FEEL THE SHARF STING OF TEARS.

STAY BACK,
SMITTY. YOU
PON'T WANT TO
BREATHE THIS
STUFF TOO
DEEPLY.

OUR INVISIBLE
ASSAILANT NO
DOUBT EXITER

==TOO0 LATE,
CHIEF. SHE SAID
SHE HAD TO &0
TO WORK, BUT
SHE COULD BE
REACHED-- ./

-=MNOWHERE.

MES, MENTER

Was BAIT FOR
A TRAR




= 1 A BEUTISHLY STRONE MAN IS
: AFFLICTED WITH TEANSLUCEMCE.

m“ I= HE THE \I"TI'\-'I. OF SOME MLN" TO AN EMPTY

PARKING SPACE.
i

A TRAP |S STRUNG WITH THE

PRESUMED INTENT TO KILL

DICK BENSON, FERHAPS BY
ING SOME UNKNOWN
CAL INTO HIS SYSTEM.

AN UNLIKELY SIEEM
SINGS HM TO THE
SMARE. IS LUCILLE .

ME\TEF: A MEEE F'M'uN, voU WERE
CORRECT. WHILE

HE CONSTRUCTION

ON THE -.-HJtFT AS

LIVED IN THIE
FIRETRAF FOR
YEAES
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JUST AN OLD *}L

EL-thN BLUENEE, A -

COUPLE OF FILTHY IR LET'S GATHER

BEAKERS, NOTHING #] IT UP AND HURRY TO
o i .“ALMHEE#E“E
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