WHO FIGHTS FOR
THE FORCES OF

SOMEONE WHO's B 1 S\
. <\ .l"."

A PERSON WHO
. EXHIBITS
COLRAGE, OR

PUTS THE BEST p
. INTEREST OF
-~ OTHERS BerFore P ~

. .| THEMSELVESZ [ %\

v .

ILL TELL
YOU THE
REAL
TRUTH
OF THE
MATTER--

=COUGH=
MY MY KIP 1S
UP THERE! YOU
GOTTA GET
MY KIp!




4

THE SLIPERS HAVE CHANGED
OLR PERSPECTIVE ON WHAT THE :
WORP HERO REALLY MEANS.  DAMMIT...
| WHERE--
LHNNN....
WH-WHAT... |

BUT You
PON'T NEEP
SUPERPOWERS
TO BE A HERO.

CHEMICAL...

GASZ WHY'S
THERE...

 HUNTITE...

SOMETIMES, EVEN HOTSPOT
THE SUPERS NEEF A 1S POWN!
HANP FROM LS Y I REPEAT,
HOTSPOT IS
POWN!




CcoPY
THAT. IMIN §
POSITION, ANP
BRUISER--

PLACE IS A PAMN
INFERNO! GOOP
T'SEE YOU MAPE IT
OUT, PEN...

PON'T BE

IN THE WAKE OF ALL THAT
I'VE PONE, EVERYTHING
THAT'S HAPPENED,
THERE'S ONE THING I
KNOW FOR CERTAIN:




A SCIENCE. iR
A { "




IRESFECT THE
PEAP. SOME PEOCPLE?F
e — THEY PON'T EVEN I KNOW, T
= RESPECT THE LIVING. ﬁgfypcfﬁg
IN&E UF,
— BENITO.

LIFE'S ABOUT
] LEARNING TO SEE
o] OPPORTUNITY IN

P THE BLEAK
THINGS AROUNP
us.

Y ) |
f MAKING THE

MOST OUT OF
= whar youre

&
Py
5

YOU OWE
ME, RAY. YoU
OWE FOR TIME
YOU TOOK OFF
LAST MONTH.
LET'S SAY--4 AM.
TOMORROW,
YEST

UM...YES,
SIR. I'LL BE

ONE SEC...
I KNOW
THERE'S A FIVE
IN HERE....

= N B
[ | l 1

SOME PAYS
ARE HARPER
THAN OTHERS.




IT STARTEDP WITH

PEOPLE IN
COSTUMES, THEY
EEI UF 4 \ i
[] NEIGHBORHOODS GO | 4 & : FRIENDS, POLICE. ANP
TO HELL ANP WERE : RELIEF WORKERS--

ACTING OUT OF : 3 ) J }
VI PUTY. ) 3 P OLR NEJS’SEBORS. THEY

m | T '
P GLYE QUICKLY FOLLOWEP SUIT,
NO ONE KNEW WHAT TO MAKE OF IT, BUT AT
LEAST IT SEEMEP LIKE THE HEROES
WERE HAVINGE A POSITIVE IMPACT. CRIME THEN, TEN YEARS
WAS POWN FOR THE FIRST TIME IN YEARS. AGO, THE SUPERS
APPEAREP OUT OF
NOWHERE.

EACH OF THEM HAP ENOUGH
POWER TO LEVEL A
FOOTBALL STAPIUM.

| THEY QUICKLY REPLACEP
THE OLP HEROES LIKE
SHINY NEW CARS. THEY
WERE JUST BETTER.

IN ONE FELL SWOOP THE SUPERS
CLEANEP UP CRIME ANP? PUT AWAY
THE LEGITIMATE THREATS.

WE FINALLY LIVEP
AMONGST REAL
HEROES.

NOW THEY FLY
ABOVE US LIKE
GEOPS. HALF OF

HUMANITY WORSHIPS

THEM, BUT THE

OTHER HALF?Z
THEY'RE NOT SO

FORGIVING.

WE STILL PON'T
EVEN KNOW WHO--
OR WHAT--THEY ARE.
BUT THERE'S ONE
THING FOR CERTAIN--

F

THINGS WILL
NEVER BE
THE SAME.

ESPECIALLY
NOT FOR ME.




SHANNCN!

WHERE
4 ARE YOUZ!
\ I'VE GOT
YOUR-~

I'MIN THE
KITCHEN!

I'M SO SORRY I'M
LATE, BABY--1 GOT
= YOUR SHOTS, WE

b, GOTTA PO THEM S

= NOW-- ‘."il

o =
[ RAY, YOU
GOTTA CALM
POWN.

I'M FINE.
I'M MAKING
PINNER.




DURING MY TIME AS A MEPICAL EXAMINER
WORKING ALONGSIPE THE POLICE FORCE,
SHANNON WAS PIAGNOSER WITH MS.

THE PIAGNOSIS WAS A
SHOCK, BUT MY INSURANCE
WAS GREAT ANP WE WERE

REAPY TO FACE THE
PISEASE HEAP-ON.

THAT WAS ALL BEFORE
THINGS WENT TO HELL.
BEFCRE ULTRA.

TAKE IT EASY--I'M
SUPPOSER TO BE
THE SICK ONE @
HERE. Z

SINCE THEN, IT'S
FELT LIKE I'VE
JUST BEEN
PICKING UFP.
THE PIECES.

IToLP
OU--I'M FINE.
'OU PIPN'T HAVE
TO GIVE YOURSELF
A HEART ATTACK
RUSHING

YOU SPENP
ENOUGH TIME WITH
CORPSES. YOU
SHOULP BE HERE
WITH ME--

ENOUGH,

SIT YOUR BUTT
POWN AND LET ME
SERVE YOU PINNER.

WHAT'S PONE 1S
PONE ANI? T'M NOT
GOING TO WALLOW

IN PAST
MISTAKES--

SHAN,
YOU KNOW HOW
HARP IT IS FOR
ME TO GET THIS
STUFF. THE
POCTOR SAIP YOU
NEEP TO BE
KEEPING ON A
SCHEPULE--

I--I GOTTA
CALL IT AN EARLY
NIGHT. BENITO
WANTS ME BACK
IN AT FOUR IN
THE MORNING
FOR SOME PREP

STUF

I
CAN'T ARGLUE
WITH HIM, SHAN. WE
BOTH KNOW I NEEP
THIS JOB...I GOT
US INTO THIS MESS
SO THE LEAST I
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-=TRYING TO
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ANDP DENNY'S

TRYIN'
AWAY

TURNEP

HOOK P AN IV

PRIVING LIKE A
STUNTMAN!

HELLHOLE?

ET Us
FROM THAT

BUILPING.. Y'KNOW, THE
ONE SOMEONE

INTO A FIERY

THE SOONER WE
GET BACK TO THE
LAB, THE BETTER.

I'VE PUT TOO MUCH
THOUGHT INTC THIS
TO LET A FEW MINOR

PAMN! WE
&OT
L COMPANY!

&

HICCLIFS--

#,
E-‘f"l}

SIR,

= T =
¥ LA v, o
: b B
W ’
LS. B ' S
(il
et '-"

YOU REALIZE

YOU'RE PRIVING AN
UNREGISTEREP
VEHICLEZ CAN WE
SEE SOME
POCUMENTATIONZ

AH, OFFICER--

YOU KNOW HOW [T 1S

WITH FUNPING BEING
CUT, US SOUTHIE
GUYS, WE GOTTA
STICK TOGETHER,

SIR, I'M

GOING TO HAVE
TO ASK YOU TO
STEP OUT OF
THE VEHICLE.




