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All of this happened when the Scorpion was still quite young. An adventurer, a lady-killer and 
treasure hunter, for whom death had been but a game. Before it suddenly became so personal. 

To the memory of a mother burned at the witches’ stake by the Church and who had bequeathed him
that mark of the Devil, that sign of infamy on his shoulder, the Scorpion had added a new wound.

Like all of Rome, he was grieving. The Pope had just been murdered. Amidst the sadness though,
the election of a new Pope was being organised in fear. Fear of the formidable Cardinal Trebaldi,
Prefect for the Propagation of the Faith, whose warrior monks controlled every crossroads of the
city. Fear of those invisible families who shared among themselves all the power of the world,

and in whose name Trebaldi was, perhaps, the Angel of Death…

With the authors' consent, and in order not to upset our more sensitive readers, 
certain illustrations of this edition of The Scorpion have been modified. 
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Anatolia, first 
century of the  
Christian era

For what 
reason is this man

being executed?

He is a 
Jew, Noble
Trebaldus.

His name is Peter, 
he says… Several 

times he encouraged
people to disturb the

Imperial peace! Is 
that why 

you are going 
to crucify him

upside 
down?

He is a 
disciple of
Chrestos.

!!??

He chose 
to die thus out 
of respect for 

his master 
Jesus.
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So what 
will you do then,

upside down, out of
respect towards

your master?

AAAAAAHHHH!!

HHYYAAAAAAHH!!

I’ve never
heard of this

Chrestos!

You wouldn’t
be one of his
disciples too,

would you?

Take off 
this veil. show

yourself!
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Our master Jesus taught us that
God is infinitely good and that he

will reward us in the afterlife!

For Heaven 
will belong to the 

poor, to all those who
wept and suffered 

on Earth…

un… to 
death! 

AAAAHHGGGG......

An afterlife 
to satisfy all those

who had nothing here.
What a marvellous

invention!

Thank you
for this brilliant

idea, Peter.
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No sooner had 
I discovered who you were 

than I had to lose you. If only
I could have spoken 

to you more…

Maybe even held you 
in my arms! I who have 
always believed I was 

the Devil’s son.

TTHHEE  DDEEVVIILL
,,
SS  

SSOONN  YYOOUU  AARREE!!

Father, 
o father… Forgive 
me for failing to

protect you.

Rome, second half 
of the 18th Century
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TTRREEBBAALLDDII!!??
You want 

the truth? Then
heed it!

Your mother was 
a magnificent whore.
An accursed spell-

weaver! Thanks to her
knowledge of sorcery,

she bewitched the
holiest of men.

With her lewd and 
sensuous magic, she

turned him away from his
faith, from his sacred

duties.

And from that 
monstrosity a child was

born! A child the Devil
claimed as a trophy.

You bear 
his mark. 

YYOOUU  AARREE  HHIISS
BBEEAASSTT!!

NNOO!!

!!
hhuunnhh!!

ggggkk......
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IInn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  
AAllmmiigghhttyy  LLoorrdd,,  II  ccaasstt  yyoouu

oouutt,,  ffoouull  bbeeaasstt!!

aahhhh...... !! !!??

But before 
you die, I must 
exorcise you.aaaahh!!

......IINN  HHEELLLL!!

Your 
existence is 
an insult to 
our mother

Church.

Go back 
to your one and

only father…




