'VE BEEN DISPATLHED BY Tt
MY EMPLOYER TO LOCATE 1)
AN TERMINATE ST~ |1

N CBUTFORTHELATTER, b
i . THiNGS WERE ABIT MORE |

$INCE MY DEPARTURE

1 - ) -
THE ACADEMY HAS MOVED ||

q] 10 A MORE SELURE
LOCATION, REQUIRING ME |
TOCALLUPONTREAID OF |

AN ASSOCINTE.

i3




THE ACADEMY IN WUHAN
WAS "HOME" FOR NEARLY -
ALLOF MY CHILDROOD. '

BUT UNLIKE MOST HOMES, THE
GOAL HERE WAS TO GET OUT.

PERIODICALLY, THE
CAR WOULD ARRIVE...

- F —
1 L8

ALL WE KNEW WAS THAT IT
MUST'VE BEEN ABETTER
PLACE THAN HERE.

NONE OF Uis KNEW WHERE
THE CAR CAME FROM OR
WHERE IT WAS GOING.




AND WHERE
1S YOUR SMILE;
VIOLET?

THEY CALLEDIT
"PERSONALITY" 1]
CLASS. H

T
)

m-_M
)
: -

R
it

T rr—

-

REMEMBER!
YOu maAY ONLY
USE ONE

GENTLY
PLACE IT ON
THE TABLE.




"IN REALITY, THEY WERE MERELY

IR
VIOLET, THIS 1S MOST
UNFORTUNATE.

| g
= =
THAT WAS YOUR %%!
THIRD ATTEMPT, [
/)

Tl
H

PREPARING US FOR ALIFEOF |
INDENTURED SERVITUDE... q




T KNOW THE INSTRUCTORS
AND STUDENTS HAVE LONG
SINCE DEPARTED, BUT I
STILL NEEDED TO RETURN...

1DON'T KNOW WHAT T WAS
EXPECTING TO FIND HERE.
Sy

SOMERELLOF MY F

PAST LIFE, PERHAPS.
-,




LOOK, IRIS. IT'S
ANOTHER ONE! 1
WONQER WHO THE

LUCKY GIRL 1S
THff TIME.

DON'T WORRY,
VIOLET. THERE'S
ST tLLJ‘IMEE YOUu'LL

Y FOR
YOU TO SAY,
IRIS. YOU'RE
PER.

FECT.

WE'D HEARD THE OLDER GIRLS TALK
ABOUT THE LINE-UP BUT HAD NEVER
EXPERIENCED ONE OURSELVES.

ATTENTION PLEASE.
ALL B-LEVEL STUDENTS
MUST REPORT TC THE
COURTYARD FOR
LINE-UIRP

NO-- NOT NOW! 7’5 \|
TOO SOONI {

EVERYTHING'LL
BE FINE. JUST || 4
COME ON! _£, R AND WHEN T SAW THAT SHiATI
- HIMSELF WAS PART OF THE
PROCEEDINGS, MY HEART LEAPT. |

FOR THE FIRST TIME, I 1
WONDERED IF THIS COULD BE
MY TURN T0 60. -




-

I KNEW THAT I WAS ALREADY
CONSIDERED ONE OF THE FINEST
COMBATANTS AT THE SCHOOL...

. MO UNLKEVIOLET, T H
HAD HO TROUBLE WITH
ANY OF THE CLASEES,

= THIS ONE HAS
BEEN WITH US SINCE
; SHE WAS AN INFANT.
| 3HE's VERY HEALTHY.
y | VERrY CLEAN. DON'T
NOTED,
SIR. JASMINE,

YOU AGREE, -
MR. TAN? . i
! i PLEASE EXIT
THE LINE.

LY AT THIN, i‘
BUT SHE'LL
q po.

JASMINE WAS TWO
YEARS OLDER
THAN VIOLET

AND MYSELF.

5 VIOLET,
, JASMINE,
VIOLET, ! PLEASE
SIR. A FINE | ACCOMPANY
CANDIDATE ' MISTER TAN TO
FOR MR. - THE EAST
CAMPUS.

SHE WASN'T MUCHOFA >
FIGHTER, NOR DID SHE DO ( = _ :
WELLIN THE ETIQUETTE OR || ..PLEASE..,
PERSONALITY LiASSE5. 1 e NOT YET... T
W 4 CAN IMPROVE, I
i PROMISE! I--

NO... WAIT... I
DON'T WANT TO ]
60 ANYMORE... 2 :
, he

IDIDN'T 54
AWORD.




ALTHOUGH I'VE NEVER

ASKED HER, I DON'T

THINK LILY COULD SAY
THE SAME.

HOW WAS \
| YOURLITTLE TRIP
|\ DOWN MEMORY
A LANE, IRI57

I THOUGHT Y
YOU'D NEVER
ASK...




