THAT 6UY, HOLPING
THE HES MY

20 NP I HAVE BEEN
INSEPARABLE SINCE
WE WERE FIRST BORN.

| TVE GOT AN INCREPIBLE
: %ﬁdﬂp WO CHILPREN

YOUR MOM'S THE GREAT N

THERES S50 MUCH T . = i STORYTELLER, NOT ME.
[ﬂfﬂ? 70 TELL YOU, ] ga ; BUT HO 7




I NEVER WOULPVE
IMAGINED THAT MY
LIFE WAS 6OING TO
END UFP THIS WAY...

EN I WAS ACHILE WHEN T A oty
WHEN I WAS ACHILE WH )

WAS YOUR AGE. I THOUGHT MY YOUR MOTHER AND
S e L
s i TO THE WONGERFUL

BLUE MYTHS,

TALES OF
- ANC THE WILPEST
CREATURES THAT

OVER THE
GREATEST

EVER FORETOLD THAT KOZAK N -
ZAK, WE ESPECIALLY LOVED STORIES
LEADER OF THE BLACK, WOULD AT AT
ARRIVE JUST IN TIME TO SAVE MEMBERS OF THE BLACK-- OLIR
THELAA@%F?%EE%JE&%N“FFR?#ETHE A T ANCESTORS-— THOSE WHO ARE
! _ 48
NONGTHag Sritert / _ ’ . HOLIEST IN THE DEEPEST DEPTHS.
— R -

...THE
BATTLE WAS
JOINED!
...FOR THE
SAKE OF
ALL OF THE
i\ BLLE...

AFTER OUR LESSONS, YOUR
MOTHER WOLILP RECITE THE
STORY AGAIN FROM MEMORY,
i A B worn
EVERY PETAIL, EVEN THEN...

...l WAS y
HOPELESSLY

IN LOVE
WITH HER.

ANP Z0 ANP IZ WED AcT
IT ALL OUT. EACH TRYING
TO PLAY THE HERO.



THE SEA IS A PANGEROLIS \
FLACE. BUT THESE WERE

THE TWO FEOPLE I KNEW
I COLLP ALWAYS TRUST
TO HAVE MY BACK.

= | we neve sae 17 our we
| ALLJUST KNEW THAT WED
| BF FriEnes Foréver...

... THROUGH WHATEVER GREAT | : =
CHALLENGES p/ A

VAN TIIREA AT Life aND
FATE MAY Ly GEPORE 113

DESFITE THE DANGER WE ALL '
LALIGHED RICALLY, WM@
THE BEST OF TIMES, ENTOYING
THE ADVENTURE OF IT ALL.

LL )

oy phew, . AT exeecres |
SLOWLY SLIPPEP AWAY AS WE
GREW OLPER.

. LOST SIGHT " -~DREAMED THAT
e =

YES, MY PREAMS
HAD PISAFFEAREL,
BUT THINGS WERE

WORSE FOR YOUR
MOTHER. FOR HER,
LIFE HAD BECOME...







LOMA! IT WAS
ANOTHER NIGHTMARE...
THE BLACK--

ANOTHER
ONE?

IT'S EVERY
NIGHT, LOMA. IT'S
GETTING WORSE. FOR

SOME REASON, OVER THE
LAST FEW WEEKS, IT'S
JUST-- T CAN'T TAKE

IT ANYMORE, I--

IT'5 JUST A

PREAM. BREATHE

PEEFR AND LET
IT FAPE.

==IT' OK.

YOU'RE RiGHT,

1T’ Jus
DREAM

T'LL BE
ALL RIGHT.
YOU SHOULD
GO BACK TO

SLEER

I SHOULPN'T HAVE GONE BACK TO
SLEEF. I SHOULP VE STAYED LIP

WITH HER. COMFORTELD HER. THATS
WHAT A 600P HUSBANE WOLILP PO.

BUT I WAS STILL HALF
ASLEER ANP 50
PAMN TIREG, ANP I
HAL TO BE AWAKE
EARLY. AN I KNEW I
SHOULPNT, I KNEW IT

WAS NEGLECTFLL... - - BUT I JUST
( EPED TO SLEEF




(742 wexr morwme
SEEMED LIKE ANY
OTHER PAY.

CAN WE GO TO
THE KELP MAZES
TOPAY, FATHER?

SERIOUSLY,
FATHER, WE HAVEN'T
BEEN IN--




~JUTNOT ™ 1 wouLp LOVE To TAKE

YOU, MORE THAN ANYTHING.
BUT I CAN'T TOPAY. MAYBE IN A
FEW MORE CYCLES, AS SOON AS

MY WORK AT THE COLNCIL

SLOWS POWN, T'LL FINALLY

BE ABLE TO--

CHILDREN, PLEASE
LINPERSTAND. BEING ON
THE COUNCIL ISN'T LIKE IT
WAS IN THE TIME OF MY
FATHER, AND HIS FATHER,
AND THE GENERATIONS
PRIOR.

WA
L,
PUTTING THE
COUNCIL AHEAP
OF You, ;(Hﬂ

IT'S ALWAYS
A FEW MORE
CYCLES.

BACK THEN, IT WAS
LARGELY A CEREMONIAL PL’JﬁT
THE COLNCIL PIP LITTLE.
WAS LITTLE THAT EVER fo?ﬂ’ TO
BE PONE, BUT, TOPAY? IT'S JUST--
PIFFERENT. THE ANGER, THE PESIRE
TO ENGAGE IN A SUICIPAL FIGHT
AGAINéT THE HUMANS,

--1 NEEP TO BE
THERE. TO HELP BRING
SOME SANITY-- BUT

SO0N. WE'LL 60

S00N. I PROMISE.

NG MYSELF

PR
VERY 500N, I WAS GOING
70 MAKE s 2eA

EJAHP ANP‘F)' T;";E
f‘%p A mﬁ' BALA

IM STILLWAITING FOR
THAT PAY TO ARRIVE.




I TRULY WANT TO HEAR
ABOUT IT, MY LOVE, BUT
MAYBE TONIGHTZ TM
ALREADY LATE.

15
_IMPORTANT.

I'M S0RRY. I
MEAN, I DO WANT W
TO HEAR ABOUT THE
[l NIGHTMARES, T
.‘1&* WANT TO BE THERE
| FOR YOU.

PLEASE, LET'S

TALK ABOUT IT |8

WHEN T COME
HOME. 4




