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GIRLS ALL
RIGHT?

ALL RIGHT?
WE WERE NEARLY
DECAFPITATED BY A
BRANDY MELVILLE
MOPEL RIGHT BEFORE
SHE AND HER BOY-TOY
WANTED TO PLAY A
LITTLE LIVE-ACTION
&GTA ON 91.

y ..-You
BETTER SIT

WHAT'S
GOING ON,
VAL? WHY DID

I HAD AN
ERRAND TO RUN
AND THOUGHT T WAS
BEING FOLLOWED.
FIGLURED NO ONE
WOLILDP THINK TO
LOOK FOR US HERE
SINCE THERE'S
REALLY NO HERE

ANYMORE. p

YOU SENT LS AFTER
IT BECAUSE YOoUu
KNEW CYMBALINE

WANTED IT, TOO. WHY,

EXACTLY, WOULDP

CYMBALINE WANT A

WORTHLESS
ARTIFACT?

IMPORTANTLY,
WHY
WOULDPN'T
You TELL
ME?

POWN.

AND THAT
WAS BEFORE
WE CRASHED THE
FORO OBSCURA.
ALL TO GET OUR
HANDPS ON A
SLIPPOSEDPLY
WORTHLESS
TOTEM.

A TOTEM
THAT MADAME
CYMBALINE NOW
HAS, BY THE WAY.




BY ITSELF,
THE TOTEM
DPOESN'T PO MUCH.
BUT IT CAN BE USED
TO CHANNEL CERTAIN
PROPERTIES OF MORE
POWERFUL ITEMS.
LIKE THIS, FOR
EXAMPLE.

HAVE YOoUu LOST
YOUR MIND?Z YOU
CAN'T HAVE THAT

HERE, oUuT WHERE
THERE ARE
PEOPLE!

WHY?Z WHAT'S
THE YELLOW
CROWN?

BASICALLY, IT T
GIVES ITS USER THE
POWER OF MIND
CONTROL. THEY CAN
MANIPULATE OTHERS
TO PO THEIR
BIPPING.

YEAH,
BUT THE

USER IS BEING
CONTROLLED AS
WELL, SO IT
REALLY ISN'T
THEIR BIPPING
BEING PONE.
IT'S SOMEONE

T W/ RN

NO ONE
KNOWS. MOST
LIKELY SOME OUTER
PEMI-GOP LOOKING
TO MAKE EARTH ITS
NEW HOME AND
NEEDPS A LOYAL
ACOLYTE TO LAY THE
GROUNDWORK.

FORTUNATELY,
THE YELLOW CROWN
MAKES THE USER'S

HEAD EXPLOPE
AFTER A FEW DAYS,
S0 WE'VE NEVER HAD
TO FIND OUT. BUT IT
WAS HIPDDEN JUST
TO BE SAFE.

WHO HAD IT
WOULDN'T HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO
KEEP IT FROM
CYMBALINE. SO T
TOOK IT. AND T'M
GOING TO
DESTROY IT.

¥ CYMBALINE

WOULP NEVER
BE STUPID
ENOUGH TO

1

WITH THE TOTEM,
SHE CAN LUSE THE
CROWN TO CREATE

A MAGICAL
SHROUD THAT
KEEPS HER
HIPPEN FROM THE

HARL.




I PON'T
FOLLOW.

WHY wouLpP
SHE NEED TO
HIPE FROM THE
HARLOT?

BECALUSE
CYMBALINE
PLANS TO
KILL HER.

THE
HARLOT KNOWS
EVERYTHING.
SHE CAN SEE
EVERY POSSIBLE
FUTURE LAID OUT
BEFORE HER LIKE
SOME GRAND
TAPESTRY. 4
| > U
; BUT THIS g
SHROUD WOULD
CAST A SHADOW
OVER CYMBALINE.
i THE HARLOT
= WOULDN'T BE ABLE

" S TO SEE HER, OR
S | 4 KNOW WHAT ZHE'S

DOING, WHAT SHE'S

1 ) THINKING.
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W oxay. NOT TO BE

THAT GIRL, BUT...
DO WE CARE? THE
HARLOT ISN'T
EXACTLY, You
KNOW, Goor.
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SHE'S NOT
EXACTLY EVIL . h‘
EITHER, BUT THAT'S Wi >
NOT THE POINT. IF V' war, WAIT,

CYMBALINE KILLS THE | WAIT...HOW DO
HARLOT, IT wouLDP YOoUu KNOW ALL
BE CATASTROPHIC. A\  THIS, VAL?

"




BEFORE

YOU GO VOLEANIC,

I WAS INVITEL.
LUCIFER, SHE
WOULDPN'T HAVE
REACHEDP OUT TO
ME IF IT WASN'T
IMPORTANT.

ALL RIGHT,
LET'S ALL
JUST CALM
D--

9 | TOMAKE SURE I
@

SHUT UP, 4 I TOLD You
INTERNL TO NEVER,
EVER SPEAK
WITH HERL

I PECIDE
WITH wHOM T PO
OR PO NOT SPEAK.
THAT'S ONE OF THE
ADPVANTAGES OF
BEING AN ADULT.

OH, IT'S ALL
PERFECTLY
CLEAR
NOW.
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SHE OFFERED
ME A JOB, VAL .

IF T ACCEPT, SHE
PROMISED TO
REMOVE THE MARK
AND ITS MAGIC OVER
ME. THAT'S WHY
THE HARLOT WANTS
TO STOP HER.

CYMBALINE
CAN REMOVE
My HEX.

LUCIFER, LISTEN TO ME.
IF CYMBALINE POES THIS,

BECOME THE
NEXT KEEPER OF
SECRETS. AND
NOW SHE'S GOT
You HELPING
HER!

I HONESTLY
PON'T KNOwW

YOU WILL EITHER BE PEALP WHICH SCENARIO

WITHIN THE YEAR OR
BECOME A MONSTER AS
BAD AS CYMBALINE
HERSELF.

FRIGHTENS ME
MORE.




DAMMIT, VAL, YOouU
ANOVW WHAT THE
HARLOT PID TO MEL
HOW couLp You, I PP NOT
OF ALL PEOPLE, BETRAY YOu.
BETRAY ME I'M TRYING TO
LIKE THIS? HELP You.

YOU ARE
Al
4 I 4 g LA
I DIDN'T L\ 2 T WOoULD \ WILL DO
LIE. I KEPT . - LIE, T wouLp ANYTHING...
SECRETS. CHEAT, T ANYTHING

BUT IF YOou
MUST KNOW,

TO PROTECT
You. ’

I WoLILP o Y
LIE. » - - GENOCIPE \F
\ I KNEW IT
WOULD KEEP
You sSAFE!

ARE You
DPOING?

NO,

TAKING THE \ . LUCIFER.
CROWN. ARE |
YOU GOING TO
TRY AND
STOP ME?
Vi

[
WISH T
COouLD sAY
THE SAME
ABOUT
You.




