21 ACTION
PHIOSOPHERS!

Bg Fred Van Lente and Ryan Dunlavey

NIETZSCHE--

The Ubermensch/

HAH DCOVER CGLLECTIDH >
=ON SALE NEXT WEEK!=

I:i||::1 11
Features a pre*.rlm'. of | ”
RESURRECT/ION/STS!
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WLATT AND WAS THE STAGE

NAME OF A FRO WRESTLER

BORN AR/STOCLES ON THE
ISLAND OF AEGINA N 428 B.C.!

AFFARENTLY HE
ADCOPTEDR THIS MOM CE
GUERSE BECAUSE OF
HIS EXCEPTIONALLY

THOUGH TWO-TIME CHAMP OF THE
TSTHMIAN GAMES, PLATO NEVER
QUALIFIED FOR THE QLYMP/CS,
NECESSITATING A CAREER SWITCH.
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BT SELLING HIM INTS
SLAVERY TO HIS HOMETOWN

. .WHERE, FORTLITOUSLY, A b
SUPEY BOUGHT HIS FREEDOM. |

HIS BENEFACTOR
ALSD GAVE HIM
ENOUGH DOUGH TO

PLATO MAME [T
AFTER FORMER RESIDENT

1 1 11 1 I

.- AND FAVE THE SOCRATICS'
KNEEJEREK CRIMIGUING THE
THEORY OF FORMS AS AN

OPERATING VALLE SYSTEM,

THEREBY CREATING ... I‘,-ﬂﬂ##ﬁﬁﬁf

| LIKE ANY OO0 PROFESSCOR, PLATO

PUBLISHER WIDELY AS WELL.

FLATO'S WORKS TAKE THE
FORM OF PALOGHES, OR
HISCUSSIONS BETWEEN TEACHER
9 AND STUDRENT. TNVARIABLY THE
TEACHER IS SOCRATES HIMSELF,
RESURRECTED BY PLATO TO
MOLITH HIS OWN THEORIES-=AND
FIVE THEM ADDEDR LEGITIMASYT




A = o
FLATO'S ACADEMY THRIVED | =<7
FOR CENTLURIES &5 A
EENTER FOR MATHEMATICS
AND ETHICS--TWO SUBJECTS
DEPENDENT ON s

IN THE AFOLOGY FLATO TRANSFORMS TRANSENT CRACKFOT
SOCRATES INTO HWISTORY'S FIRST LIFERAL MARTYE!

SINCE T 0O NOT
HENOW WHAT COMES
AFTER PEATH, WHY

_ ' HE'S RIGHT=-BUT
BECAUSE HE'S AN
AFFRONT TO OUR  [#2

FOWER, WE HAVE TO
EILL HIM AAYHAFY

BUT IM HIS DIALOGLE THE ESFLELY, FLATO
HIMSELF TRIET USING THE S«ME ABSOLUTES
TO PROPOSE THE PERFELT SOL/ETY.

SCHOOLING DETERMIMED A CITIZEN'S PLACE 1M
SOCIETY. ALL THOSE WHO FLUMEED &¥U BECAME
FABMERES TO GROW FOOD FOR THE

| HERE CHILDREN WOULD BE TAKEM FROM THEIR
MOTHERS AT S8/ETH AND RAISER IN STATE

ORPHANAGES, SO THEY WOLILD THINK OF THE

GOVERMMENT AS THEIR FARENTS.
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5 %
BUT IF YOU EXCELLED AT &8 AL
P A e
EHTER T ST AND YOU WOULD GET TO STUDY=-

THERE'S 3,000

OF THEM--AND

OHE=--PLUS ONE
PLUS ONE OF &5/




~-PHILOSOPHY!

1 I

THESE PHILOSOFHER-RLULERS
WOULD SLEEP TOGETHER,
WORK TOGETHER, AND SHARE

ALL POSSESSIONS...

v« ANE THIS WoOULD
KEEF THEM FREE CF

CORBLETION. p——
T T o] CORBLIPTION, i |J- |
— TAT S
OE WOULD BE ALL MUSIC AND LITERATURE THAT DID IN 267 B.C. FLATO WAS
CHOSEM TO BE THE MNOT FRAISE THE STATE WOULD BE OFFERED AN CPPORTUNITY TO
PHILOSOPHER - BAMMED--ALL MEPIVIPLALISM WOULD BE REALIZE HIS PEMENTED BRAND
MING WHO WOLLD UTTERLY ERADI/CATED. OF HOMOEROTIC FASCISM...
RLULE OVER ALL. T
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PLATO WOLILD HAVE FORCED
HUMAN SOC/ETY TO APHERE
TO THE MMPOSS/BLE,
ABSTRACT STANDPARD COF N
THE REALM OF FORMS!

THE CHRISTIAN EMPEROR JUSTINIAN
SHUT DOWN THE ACADEMY IN A.D.
520, BECALISE [T WAS TOO
ATHEISTIE FOR HIM.

THINGS TIDN'T
&0 EXACTLY |-
45 PLANNED. ||
-
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{ CHLLTED RN r or Eﬁi
UNTIL HIS a
DA N s Bae | BISNESS O

FLATO WISELY
STAYED QUT
OF POLIMCS

AR
LR

St r.#.‘..ﬁf:ﬁ\tt:ffﬁ XA




MEVERTHELESS, THE FLUNPAMENTALS
OF ACADEMIC LIFE HAVE CHANGED LITTLE ... THE SUBLIMINAL

SINCE FLATS INWVENTER THEM... BEINSCRIBEMENT OF
PHALLOCENTRIC SPECIESIST
HEFEMONY N 18805 VIDES

w20 IF YOU EVER MOS
THOLIGHT YOLR e %?%5&%%5

PROFESSORS
WERE A LITTLE
PIETATORAL. ..
OR JUST FLAIM
QUT TO LENCH. ..

YOU KNOW
WHERE THEY
WERE LENCHING.




WHILE DABBLING IN POETRY
AND POLITICS IN ATHENS,
MR. BROAD FELL IN WITH THE
WANDERING SAGE SOCRATES
AND HIS YOUTHFUL STUDENTS.

FHILOSOFHY
RACKET WHEN
FAMED
"FSYCHIC
FRIEND THE
QRACLE AT
F#'#FHH M-': ToLD




HE WENT ABOUT PROVING THIS BY SHOOTING
DOWN ATHENIAN COMVENTICONAL WISPOM IN
BACK-AND-FORTH "BUALECTIE™ CRITIGUES:

SO IF
EELIGION 15

B.5., THEN YO
TEII}Lﬁ.I'ﬁE-"WHHT

BECALISE I
ENOW THAT I

PO NOT
KROW.

SCCRATES ENCOURAGED HIS
STUPENTS TO HET IN THE ACT, AND
YOU KNOW HOW MUCH YOUNG PECPLE
HATE SHOWMG UP THEIR ELPERS...

IF YOU BOYS
ARE SEARCHIMG
FOR TRLTH, YOU
SHOLLD LoOK TO
ZELSS

ARE FELS'S

ARBITRARY,
OR |5 HE GLIDED BY
TRUTH TOC?

WELL, N THAT
CASE, I SHOLLD
JUST LOOK FOR

... FOR A
W/SE MaN

WOULD NOT
NEED ZEUS!







FLATS WOLILD CALL
SOCRATES'S DEATH THE
TURNMNG POINT OF HIS LIFE.

BUT ATHENS WAS NO LONGER A SAFE PLACE FOR
SOCRATIC STURENTS! HE WANDEREDR THE MEMTERRAMNEAM
WORLD N EXILE FOR OVER A DECADE...

& T

.. FINALLY ENDING LF
IN S/C/LY, WHERE HE
EMCOUNTERED A SELT
OF PYTHAGOREANS.
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PITHAGCRAS--HE OF TRIANGLE THEQREM FAME--FOUNDED A BIZARRE
l CLLT OF MATH HIFPIES IN THE 6TH CENTURY B.C. WHO BELIEVED THEY
COULD COMPREHEND THE NATURE OF THE COSMOS THROUGH MUMBEES.
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TO PURIFY THEIR MINDS FOR

MPSTIC CALCLILATIONS, THE

PYTHAGOREANS TOOK A VOW

OF SECRECY, COULD ONLY
WEAR WHITE...

... AND SWORE OFF
SEXUAL INTERCOURSE.

THAT LAST OME
=LHEH! = SHOULDNT

BE MUCH OF A




SOME OF THE ... LIKE &

CULT'S OTHER FROHBITION
TRATER, ER. TouiciinG
LNIGUE.... ._ BEANS

VALL /S NUMBER" o FERFECT AND HARMONIOUS
WAS THEIR WATCHWORD... REALM OF NUMBER .
...MEANING OUR MESSY,
MATERIAL LINIVERSE IS THE
WPERFECT EXFPRESS/ON OF A
HIFHER, ABSTRACT LINIVERSE...
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W
OHHHHHL. .
G REALM OF
2 NUMBERS., ..
EXPOSLIRE TO ALL CHAIRS,
THIS THEORY LED FOR EXAMPLE
PLATO TO THE ARE SIMPLY THE
EONCLUISION THAT EXPRESSION OF
REAL TRUTH WAS THE /PEA OF A
STRALT, AND, CHAIR--AND
LIKE NUMBERS, .-----*.  THOUGH OUR
LENCHAM | M= . E TEEALT CHAIRS

ETERNAL! ; ¢ ARE FLAWED AND
: a TEMPOREAREY...




... THE IPEA OR FOEM
OF A CHAIR |5 ETERNAL
AND UNCHANGING S

FLATO ILLLUSTRATED THE
RELATIONSHIF OF FORMS
TO QLR WORLD THUSLY:

TIHAGINE THE
CONBITION OF MEN
AS LIVING IN A SORT

HIGHER LE, AND SOME
DISTANCE BEHING THEM,

IS THE LIGHT OF A
BUBNING FIRE.

"BETWEEN THE FIEE ANT
THE MEN 1S A PARAPET.
BERING THE PARAPET
IMAGINE THERE ARE MEN
CAQVING ALL EWES OF
QB TECTS-=INCLUPING
FIGURES OF MEN AND
ANIMALS--WHICH PROTECT

AFCOVE THE FARAFET,

N ALL WAYS, MEN WOLLE
CONSIPER BEEALITY TO BE
MOTHING ELSE THAN THE

SHAPOWS OF THOSE
ARTIFICIAL OBTECTS!”




. AND UNCOVER THE FORMS
THAT PROJECTEP THEM!

IL R Was TO LOOK
SEYONP THESE SHAPOWS OF
OUR FERCENED REALITY...

IN FACT, PREFERRING
THE IFEAL TO THE
FHYSICAL WAS SUCH AN
CESESSION OF PLATLYS...




ALAS, FLATONISM DID NOT SERVE TS CREATOR
WELL WHEN HE BECAME COURT FHILOSOFHER MUST You
TO PIONYSILS, KNG OF SYRACLUSE. BE 0. .
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