ST T AL e
EARLY Slll[, ‘15. N GAWD, BOBBY!

2 ] I CAN'T BELIEVE
Vel ETEEE How LATE IT
15, *4lC*

YOU'RE
TELLIN® ME?
I'MA ONE GOTTA
WORK IN THREE
HOURS.

BUT HEY,

IT'é CooL. My LIL
BRO ONLY GRADPUATES
FROM HIGH scHooL
ONCE! GOTTA DPRINK

TO THAT/ :

AW, JEE-5US
50 WHAT COLLEEN! FOR CHRIS'SAKE
IF IT TOOK 1M ALL OVER MY : COLLEEN! YOU AIN'T

SIX YEARS? - PANTS... ABLE TO HOLD YER
LATE BLOOMER i . LIQUOR DON'T

'S‘ALL... i ) PRINK 50--




«S'LIKE T
TOLD YOUR COP
BUDPIES, THAT'S
ALL THERE IS TO IT.
WE PIPN'T SEE  /
NOTHING.

AN OFFICER
WILL TAKE You
HOME NOW.

MM-HMM. WELL,
IF YOU REMEMBER
ANYTHING ELSE,
ANYTHING AT ALL,
BE SURE TO GIVE
ME A CALL.

ALL THE
CRIME IN THIS CITY §
AND NOBODY EVER
SEES A DAMNED
THING.

CUZ IT'S
USUALLY SAFER
FOR ‘EM THAT
way.




HOW
YA DOIN',
CHARLIE?

PETECTIVE
MARTIN TO YOU, §
MCGRISKIN.

AND WHAT e
THE HELL ARE W 4
You DOING AT

MY CRIME

SCENE?

>

POLITICAL SCIENCE, PART
DIRTYADEE

WHAT I
WAS HIRED
\ O DO.

~

_ You
/' WOULDN'T BE
HERE IF YOU DIDN'T
ALREADY KNOW
IT WAS, NOW GET
THE HELL OUTTA

my Face. AN




MCGRISKIN,
FOR ONCE KEEP
YOUR SNOCPING TO
YOURSELF OR T'LL

CAN'T MAKE You WISH
DO THAT, CHARLIE. 4

THE MAN'S EMPLOYERS
HIRED ME TO FIND HIM,
AND I FIGURE THEY'RE
GONNA ASK WHY HE'S
TURNED UP DEAP.

CLASS FOUR
SUPERHUMAN
ACTIVITIES
LICENSE SAYS
OTHERWISE.

BASICALLY,
You WANT ME TO
GO AWAY, FASTEST
THING TO PO IS
ANSWER A COUPLE
QUESTIONS.

WALK
WITH ME,
HAMMER.

IF YOU DON'T
CALL ME THAT.
JACK HAMMER
WAS A LONG
TIME AGO.

PON'T CALL ME
CHARLIE.

NOT MUCH TO SPILL, B
S0 SPILL MCLGRISKIN. COUPLE
IT, PETECTIVE PRUNK KIDS STUMBLED
MARTIN, WHAT ON NEWMAN, DPRESSED
HAPPENED il LIKE A MEMBER OF THE [f
HERE? HOMELESS COMMUNITY, WITH i
A MASSIVE HOLE IN HIS
2 BACK, CALLED 911 AND
. WE SHOWED UP.

==

ANY IDEA WHY A
MAN WITH A MILLION
POLLAR TOWNHOUSE

WAS MAPE UP LIKE
A PERELICT?




ONE LAST
THING...YOoU GOT
ANY IPEA WHAT
KILLED THIS
Guy?

You
KNOW PAMNED
WELL IT WAas
POWERS.

AND
How Do you
KNOW IT WAS

WHAT THE HELL
ELSE PO YOU KNOW
OF THAT COULD PUT A
FOOT-WIPE SMOKING
HOLE THROUGH A
MAN'S TORSO?

YOou'P BE
SURPRISED,
PETECTIVE
MARTIN.

PON'T WALK ——
AWAY FROM ME,

MEGRISKIN/ YOU HEARD WHAT
WE AREN'T DONE I SAID, MCGRISKIN
YET. WHAT DO you AND I--
KNOW YOL AREN'T

TELLING ME?

I'LL BE
IN TOUCH.

AND T KNOW
YOU'RE A GOCPD GUY '\
WHO THINKS HE HAS TO ¥ BUT
PLAY HARD ASS AND DON'T TRY TO
STRONG ARM EVERYONE o Av THAT CRAP ON

IN THIS TOWN TO GET e “perecrive MARTIN,
ANYTHING DONE. _ BeoAlsE T GUARANTEE
MY ARM (S STRONGER

THAN YOURS,




T FLOUA OF THE
| TECINATRENDS CORY BUILOU,
DUWNTEWN H0STEN.

I JusT
GOT A CALL

FROM MARCLS,
HE SAID MCGRISKIN
HAS FOUND EDPIE
NEWMAN, BUT THE

POLICE FOLIND

HIM FIRST,

PONNA. YOU mAY
GO BACK TO
WORK. IT LOOKS
LIKE I HAVE SOME
ARRANGEMENTS

MR,
BELTRAM? YES, " e

PEAD? WHAT
I Juf”'r; EchNED A SHAME, SUCH A...
DANGEROLIS CITY
YES.., WE LIVE IN.
MM-HMM...
YES, APPARENTLY
NEWMAN'S BEEN
FOUND. DEAD.

MAKE THE FUNERAL
ARRANGEMENTS PLEASE,
MS. GORSCH, AND SEND
OUR CONPOLENCES TO
ANY FAMILY MR. NEWMAN
MAaY HAVE HAD. YES.
GOODPBYE.




r C’MON,
JACK HAMMER,
YOU KNOW WHAT
THEY SAY - THIRD
ROUND'S THE

:f"{f'Q WHATEVER

. YOU sAY,




INSTEAD OF A
COMING DOWN, WHY
PONT YOU COME UP

AND GET ME? HEE 1
HEE HEE!/

I

POWN Here | [
AND FIGHT |
LIKE A man! | f

7 rHAT'S N
NOT ABAD |
IDEA, MONKEY

BRINGIN' THE
PLACE POWN

um..,
THANKS FOR UH,
CATCHING HIM...
I GUESS.

A
N

&
A
W

'-ﬁ

)

T

! {]
/
p




I DON'T KNOW WHAT'S

WORSE, THE PREANS COR |

THE FACT I LIVED IT

You HAVE A
VISITOR, MR.
MCGRISKIN,

SMART AS A WHIF,
EFFICIENT AS A BULLET,
ANDP EASY ON THE EYES

TO BOOT. IF IT WASN'T
FOR THE CPAS ACROSS
THE HALL TRYING T cUT
COSTS, I'P NEVER EVEN
KNOW SHE EXISTED.

HLUNPRED BUCKS A WEEK
TO SHARE HER SERVICES
WITH THEM, BLUIT I'P NEVER
BE ABLE TO AFFORP A
SECRETARY CTHERWISE,
AND MAN ALIVE DOES SHE
MAKE MY LIFE EASIER.

*...LET'S REMEMBER THAT
POWERS OR NOT. THESE ARE
STILL HUMAN BEINGS. AND
THAT'S ALL T HAVE TC SAY ON
THE SUBJECT FOR NOW.”

z GOD DAMNED
INTERCOM. \
/ ‘ ™
&

GOP BLESS RAMONA
HARO, I'C NEVER KEEP
LUP WITH THE MINUTIA
WITHOLIT HER ARCLIND.

*I JUST WANT TO SAY
THAT WHILE I THINK THINGS
May HAVE GOTTEN OUT oF

HAND IN THE PAST..."




I'VE ALSO
BROUGHT YOUR
PAYMENT.

MS, GORSCH,
LOVELY TO SEE YOU.
YOU DIPN'T HAVE TO

COME POWN HERE

/' WANTED TO

THANK YOU IN
PERSON FOR
YOUR HELP IN...
THE MATTER
AT HAND.

MUCH
APPRECIATED,
MA'AM, BUT
THE JOB'S NOT

1S... YOU'VE
FOUND EPPIE
NEWMAN.




A PET PEEVE IF
YOU WANT, I HATE

YES...BUT
THAT'S A MATTER
FOR THE POLICE,

THE JOB OFFERED
TO YOU WAS SIMPLY TO
FIND MR, NEWMAN. WE +HAD
FEARS HE MAY HAVE BEEN
TRYING TO PEFECT TO A
COMPETITOR WHILE STILL
UNPER CONTRACT TO US
AND CLEARLY THAT IS
NOT THE CASE.

IT WHEN Someone et

MR. MCERISKIN,
THIS REALLY ISN'T
NECESSARY. THE
JOB IS PONE AS
FAR AS WE ARE
CONCERNED.

MAYBE
S50, BUT NOT

AS FAR AS I'M

CONCERNED.

Yyou
REALIZE WE
WON'T PAY You
FOR THIS...

—

UP AND DIES ON gy

THANKS FOR
BRINGING mY

MONEY POWN AND
HAVE A NICE DAY,

UH HUH.
AND YOU'RE NOT
CONCERNEP AS TO
WHY HE TURNED

BUT...AS I SAID
THAT'S A MATTER FOR
THE POLICE. BESIDES, T
PIPN'T KNOW THE MAN

TERRIBLY WELL, BUT I HAVE
HEARD RUMORS THAT
HE HAD CERTAIN VICES...

PON'T MATTER.
T’LL STILL LET You
KNOW WHAT T
FIND OUT,




POLICEPRECINCT FOR DISTRICT
(-5, SHUTR BusTan, .

YES, I
UNPERSTAND...T
KNOW YOU HAVE -
NO, I PONT THINK
MY CASE IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN
OTHERS.

YOU OKAY IN
HERE, MARTIN? HALF
| THE PLACE HEARD
You SHOUTING A

I'VE GOT NOTHING
TO GO WITH ON THIS
DAMNED CASE, AND
NOW THE ME. TELLS
Mg E?-nw c:;rf ceven
TO THE VICTIM TOP IT ALL OFF,
FOR WHO KNOWS TLAT DAMNED P.I., JACK /4
HOW LONG.  macRISKIN, SHOWED UP AT Y
S THE CRIME SCENE ALMOST AS
SOON AS I DID THIS MORNING.
HE ASKED ME SOME QUESTIONS,
BUT I SWEAR TO GOD HE
ALREADY KNEW EVERYTHING
THERE WAS TO KNOW.

I KNOW
YOU PON'T LIKE
MCGERISKIN, BUT

IF YOU'VE GOT
NOWHERE TO
Go...

DON'T EVEN
SAY (T...




STU...THIS 1S JACK,
AGAIN, GETTIN’ SICK OF
WASTING QUARTERS TALKING
TO YER VOICEMAIL. SHOW UP
SOCON OR WE'RE GONNA
HAVE WORDS NEXT TIME

WE MEET UP, e\

-..IF YOU CAN TELL
ME WHAT ALL THE

HUBBUB OVER THIS /
THING IS. .

WHAT'S IT
TO You?

f"
/¢

HEY, UH...
MISTER? CAN
WE HAVE THE

BALL BACK?

WHILE T WAS ON
THE PHONE. JUST
] CURIOUS. THIS THING
PON'T SEEM WORTH
)  GETTING UPSET
OVER TO ME.

{ WELL WE

AIN'T You.,




IT I8 THIRTY
MINUTES LATE,
Bovo.

I CALLED You
FOUR TIMES. WHY
P'YOU EVEN GOT A
JACK, You CELLPHONE?
WOLUND ME TO THE
QUICK! T CAME A5

THIS ISN'T YOUR
NORMAL PICK UP SPOT,
YOU KNOW. IF YOU'D BEEN
AT YOUR OFFICE, I'D
HAVE BEEN ON TIME. WHAT
YOU'RE DOING THIS FAR
AFIELD: I CANNOT GUESS.

BUNCHA PLACES MAYBE,
BUT FIRST LET'S SWING BY
ALFREDO'S AND SEE IF

LUNCH Or
YOU PLAYING
THE POGS
AGAIN?




NEITHER.
TRYING TO PIECE
A MAN'S LIFE
TOGETHER.

> MAYBE. IF
YOU CAN BELIEVE

HIM, THERE'S NO
GAMBLING GOES ON
IN THIS CITY ROMANO
DON'T KNOW ABOUT.

AND WHAT NUNYA, STU,

DO YOU PLAN W AND YOU'RE R
TO TRADE HiM, il BETTER OFF _

MY FRIEND? THAT WAy,

IT’S TRUE AS
FAR AS T KNOW,
BUT YOU KNOW AS
WELL AS T THAT
ROMANO DOES

AND CHRIS
ROMANO CAN
ASSIST You
WITH THIS?




2ATH FLIOR OFTHE
TECANDTRENDS CORP RUILEME,
s BISTON.

GOT BACK FROM
JACK MCORISKIN'S
OFFICE...

you
EXPLAINED
THE JOB WAS
DONE WHEN

THEN IT
APPEARS WE'VE
MISIUDGED
MR. MCGRISKIN.
ANOTHER PATH WILL
NEED TO BE TAKEN.
LEAVE ME.

I sAD
‘LEAVE ME" AND
I MEANT [T, MS.
GORSCH. PO NOT
SR, T MAKE ME TELL

APOLOGIZE DEEPLY_ YOU AGAN.
T HAD NO IDEA HE

WOULDN'T LET THIS
DROP. FROM ALL WE

\ " KNEW HE WAS--

EXCELLENT, THE

MATTER'S PUT

TO BED THEN I
ASSUME.

N-NO, ACTUALLY.
MCGRISKIN PLANS TO
CONTINUE INVESTIGATING.
HE SAIP HE HATES IT WHEN
PEOPLE DIE ON HIM.




NO, SIR; MR,
MCEGRISKIN IS OUT
OF THE OFFICE
THIS AFTERNOON.
May T TAKE A

S MESSAGET

A

PETECTIVE

CHARLES MARTIN,
BPD. ARE YOU SURE
HE’S NOT IN?

AH! DETECTIVE MARTIN/

MR. MCERISKIN HAS SPOKEN L

HIGHLY OF YOU IN THE PAST. - —
HOWEVER, THAT DOESN'T JUST HAV

CHANGE THE FACT THAT HE HIM CALL ME
1S NOT IN HIS OFFICE. AND, WHEN HE GETS
NO, I DON'T KNOW WHERE IN...HE'S GOT

HE’'S GONE BEFORE THE NUMBER.

wouLp
You LIKE TO

LEAVE A
MESSAGE?




KEEP THE
MOTOR RLINNING,
\ I PON'T PLAN TO

NO, THANKS.
JUST HERE TO

MCGRISKIN, T
NEED TO TALK
TO ROMANO,

PO You HAVE AN
APPOINTMENT...?




TO WHAT
DO I OWE THE

I NEED INFORMATION.

I NEEP TO KNOW IF, AND
WHERE, A MAN NAMED EDPIE
NEWMAN LIKES TO GAMBLE IN

THIS TOWN. AND WHO WITH.

RIGHT TO THE POINT,
AS ALWAYS, JACK, NO
PLEASANTRIES WITH

You, ARE THERE?

IT'S ALRIGHT,
VIRGIL. JACK IS AN
ACQUAINTANCE.

I'M AFRAID
I DON'T SEEM TO
HAVE A FILE ON AN
E. NEWMAN, MAYBE
YOU CAN HELP ME
FIND IT...7

FINE, HAVE IT
YOLR WAY. MAKE
ME AN OFFER,

...AND THE \
NEGATIVES
FROM '97.

GAME, JACK!
YOoU'LL ENJOY
LIFE MORE..,

DEAL.
LET ME MAKE
SOME CALLS.




I CANTAKE
You TO THE DOOR,
L ' JACK, IT'5 NO

THIS
IS FINE. PON'T
P WANNA CALL ANY
ATTENTION TO
. MYSELF.

I WORK
ALONE, STU. JUST
HEAD BACK TO MY
OFFICE AND HAVE
RAMONA CuT You

A CHECK FOR
THE WEEK. £

AND SHE KNOWS
WHAT TO PAY You
SO NO FLINNY
S#IT, YOU LITTLE =7
WEASEL.

STILL, HE'S A WHEELMAN
NOT A FIGHTER. NOT REALLY
SLIRE HE'DP BE MLICH HELP
EVEN IF I OIP WANT (T

STU'S A Gool aUY. I
GIVE HIM CRAFP ClLIZ HE'S A
LITTLE ROLIGH ARCUND THE

EDPGES, AND HE'S ALWAYS GOT
SOMETHING GOING ON THE
SIPE BUT I KNOW HE'P GET MY
BAck (F I ASKED HIM. HELL,
WHC AM I TC TALK ABoUT
‘ROLIGH AROLIND THE EPGES?"




THIS IS A PRIVATE
ESTABLISHMENT.




REALLY?
AIN'T NO SIGN
OUT FRONT
SAYS SO.

REALLY.
AND WE DON'T NEED
A SIGN, 50 IF You
DON'T WANT TROUBLE |
I SUGGEST vou ANRE | U/
GET MOVIN'. _ (i ARENT You JaIN]
gy A FRIENDLY
BUNCH?
HO
ABOUT JOINING
YOUR LITTLE CLUB
SO I CAN FINISH
MY DRINK?

YEAH?
AND WHO'S
THE TOUGHEST
GUY HERE?

BE TOUGH AS HELL, \WiIN

MAN. C'MON, T AINT ¥
PLAYIN'. GET UP

OUTTA HERE NOW.




CAN I FINISH
MY DAMNED

THERE ARE
EASIER WAYS TO
ANNOLUNCE YOUR
PRESENCE THAN

ANTAGONIZING
THE PATRONS,

#56! YoOU,
MAN! YOU CAN'T
COME IN OUR
PAD AND--




S50 WHAT IT'S NOT S
KINDA OPERATION'S / My PLACE TO SAY.
FELIPPE GOT HERE? INTRODUCTIONS WILL

THE GAMBLING ON BE MADE AND YOU'LL BE
SITE OR WHAT? TOLD WHAT YOoU NEED

ROMANO SAID To BE TOLD.
HE'D ARRANGED A SIT
POWN, BUT I ONLY
KNOW YOUR BOSS BY
REPUTATION.

HEY, WHAT
_ 'rge :ELI-'S
AFTER OIN ON
You, MR, HERE?
MCGRISKIN.

] NICE oF you To

SHAME
YOU WON'T BE
WITH US LONG.,

HEEHEEHEE/

MAYBE
I SHOULD
RE-THINK THE
WORKING ALONE
THING...
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